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History - Early Ages
• TimeLine: early 2000s

• DRM RELs

• “The DRM Wars” with technical players

• XrML v ODRL v MPEG v OMA

• Huge Business Market Projections

• W3C DRM Workshop

• Opportunity to bring all the stakeholders 
together...
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Compromise
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Wrong!
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Middle Ages
• TimeLine: late 2000s

• Apple “i” world

• Did the business and legal deals

• Slick technical solution

• Understood the social requirements

• But proprietary!
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Modern Age
• Timeline: 2012+

• New “cold war” with big business players
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W3C Home
• Our new Community Group hosts

• Infrastructure for long term development

• Closer to the Semantic Web

• Greater opportunity towards Working 
Group status

• Attracted new members and exposure

• How can we add value to W3C

• Influence WG Specs for the “adaptive 
web” ?
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W3C - DNT
• Expressing a Tracking Preference

• DNT: Single Solution - will not “scale”

• No “policy model”

• Tied to HTTP

• ODRL: acceptTracking, trackingParty

• Next Steps?
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W3C - EME in HTML5

ODRL

Learn from
OMA DRM?
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W3C - EME
• Lots of controversy!

• CEO Blog:

• http://www.w3.org/QA/2013/05/
perspectives_on_encrypted_medi.html

• Our perspective…?
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W3C Workshops
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Towards Post Modern
• Support DEPLOYMENT

• Software tools

• IPTC RightsML

• Linkages

• Creative Commons REL?

• OMA DRM?

• Attract new communities

• Open Data Licenses
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Towards Post Modern
• Semantic Web

• ODRL Ontology

• http://www.w3.org/ns/odrl/2/

• Normative canonical spec?

• Ontology Governance

• Maintenance and evolution over time

• Transparent and Open process

• See the Provenance!
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Summary
• ODRL is in a good position for the Post 

Modern Age

• But need to capitalise on the new 
opportunities

• Promote the Ontology

• Support Tool Development

• New Communities

• Governance

• Workshop - identify collaborative group(s)


